
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Being on God’s Side 

 

     In our first reading from scripture this morning we are told to put on the “armor of 

God.” Well, if you did put on the armor of God, would people recognize you? 

     Just suppose you were to meet someone out in the church parking lot who was 

wearing a Steelers tee-shirt and a Steelers hat. He also had a Steelers license plate on the 

front of his car. And if you were to go and inspect his room at the monastery you would 

see it is decorated with a “terrible towel’ that witnessed three Super Bowls. His chair is 

covered with a Steelers blanket and pillow. I don’t think you have to as him, “Who are 

you for?” No, you know who he is for! 

     Today in our first reading, St. Paul tells us to put on the armor of God. He is asking 

us, “Who are you for?” And then he tells us that if God is for us, who can be against us. 

Moses, in the Old Testament asked, “Who is on the Lord’s side?” Joshua in his day had 

the very same thing to say, but he said it in a different way. He said, “Choose this day 

whom you are going to serve. Is it the God of our Fathers or the God of the Amorites? 

Well, as for me and my household, we choose to serve the Lord” 

     This morning I would like to put that very same question to each of you. Who are 

you for? I know you may ask yourselves the question, “Well, how am I to serve the 

Lord?” And you say, “I am not a preacher or a teacher and I can’t do a lot of those 

things that further the cause of the Lord.” Well, be that as it may, I still think you can 

put on the armor of God and let the world know whose side you are on. In fact, I’m sure 

you are actually doing that this morning when you brought yourself here to church to 

attend Mass. And you also do it when you take care of a sick wife or help out an old 

friend in need. You show the world whose side you are on by being a good neighbor 

and standing up for all that is right and all that is good. 

    So, this morning, this is what I want you to ask yourself, “Am I standing up for all 

that is right and just? Am I giving the right example to the Lord? At the times when all 

heck is breaking loose around us – and everyone is testy and being tested – do you 

show you are on the Lord’s side by all you say and by all you do? 
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     Very briefly, to be on Jesus’ side means we must be willing to follow Him by 

standing up for the truth. We must not be ashamed to stand up for what is right and 

what is just. And we can do that in all our ordinary everyday activities.  

     We must never be ashamed to call ourselves “Christians” and we must let Jesus be 

part and parcel of all our social activities. We have to follow Jesus come what may!! We 

must never be ashamed to ask Christ for His help. And, we let the whole world know 

we follow Him when we try to love all His wonderful people. We must never tire of 

doing that! 

     Remember, you don’t have to wear Steelers’ badges to let everyone know whose side 

you are on. You are on God’s side!! 

 


